the warm weather was an equally warm
welcome by our Canadian hosts.
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Greg, Sue and Janine McEgan ended up being
the sole representatives from Australia at this
year’s Rally; regrettably, others who had signed
up, were, in the end, unable for health reasons
to join us. Our thanks and congratulations are
due to our Canadian hosts Maureen Egan
Kirincic and Kevin Egan, who, with the support
of their families, and a considerable amount of
hard work, prepared a wonderfully interesting
and entertaining Rally for us all to enjoy. As
always, MacAodhagáin was able to expand
and/or enhance the experience for us with his
knowledge of all things Irish; we were all
relieved when his suitcase finally turned up on
the last day of the Rally with his Lunula safe
inside!! He and Terry coped remarkably well,
with the support of other Clan members, with
the absence of all their clothes and
possessions until the end of the Rally. We
asked Janine, as an impartial attendee, to
report on the proceedings for us.
CLAN EGAN RALLY in CANADA, 2018
Being a new member of Clan Egan, the
Canadian rally was my first foray into such a
gathering. After a long journey from Adelaide, I
arrived in a very hot and humid Ottawa where I
registered for the week of events at our
centrally-located hotel. Those of us who had
arrived enjoyed an informal dinner at Trois
Brasseur a local eatery and bar. So, along with

Canada Day dawned, again very hot, but with
much activity in the capital to celebrate, the
locals were out and about early with red and
white being the colour theme of the day. Many
attractions were free, including museums, so
with some new friends I ventured to the
Québec side of the Ottawa River in Gatineau to
the Canadian Museum of History – a stunning
display of Canada from prehistory to modern
day, giving visitors great insight into the
country. With the extreme heat, the remainder
of the day was spent inside! However, our
hotel, ‘The Marriott’ was in a prime position to
view the evening’s activities, particularly the
fireworks on Parliament Hill, in the revolving
function area.
Monday July 2 saw our party depart for
Quebec City and the next stage of our
discovery of the Irish connection with early
Canada. The 4-hour journey was broken by a
visit to the opulent Basilique Notre Dame in
Montréal,
MacAodhagáin and Janine waiting to enter the
Cathedral

followed by a local delicacy of smoked beef.

Egans being inspected for signs of disease at
Grosse Île

Janine with two of our hosts Maureen & Vlado
Kirincic, and Maureen’s brother John and his
wife Linda waiting for the smoked beef
Québec City was a picturesque surprise as we
drove through a café-lined street to our hotel
on the outskirts of Old Québec, which I
explored in the evening. The views of the river
were stunning while the flower-decked
buildings gave a feel of Europe.

Our next day was jam-packed with a ferry ride
to Grosse Île, the island in the St Lawrence
River used as a quarantine station for
immigrants. All arrivals, including 1000s of
Irish, were processed here as the midnineteenth century saw much disease on the
immigrant ships, and the Canadian authorities
attempted to prevent the spread on its shores.
We spent the day on the island with very wellinformed guides giving an excellent
understanding of the history of the island.

A large Celtic Cross has been erected to
remember the many Irish who died from
disease and malnutrition in their effort to start a
better life.

An inscription in Gaelic, translated by our Clan
Chieftain Michael J S Egan, read ‘May God
Free Ireland’ – some extra knowledge for our
guide who had not known the meaning.
The Wednesday of our week was quieter with a
visit to and tour of Basilique de Sainte Anne de
Beaupré, credited with many miracles of cures.
A holy place has been on the site since the
1600s and was a very important place of
spiritual affiliation for the early settlers of the

region. The rest of our day allowed further
enjoyment of Québec City – its sights and
cuisine.
We returned to Ottawa the next day via a small
town, Sainte Anne de Bellevue, situated
between 2 lakes and at the confluence of the
St Lawrence and Ottawa Rivers. It’s a holiday
retreat for the Québecois and offered a
delightful lunch stop and chance to get to chat
with a few more fellow ‘Egans’. Ottawa, along
with the rest of Eastern Canada, was still
sweltering in an unusually hot period, so
venturing out to enjoy the capital again was
restricted to the evening where we dined at a
local Irish pub, D’arcy McGees. A large group
of local Egans joined us, as well as
accompanying us on the Friday adventures!
Friday July 6 was to me the highlight of the
rally. We ventured into the Ottawa Valley
following the exploits of John Egan, a young
Irish immigrant who became a pioneer of
Canada’s timber industry, was a politician and
championed the rights of minorities, including
immigrants and First Nation’s people. We were
joined by Michael McBane, a local who had
researched and written a book about John
Egan – a man whose achievements Michael
considered to have been neglected in history.
Michael was an excellent tour guide of places
related to John Egan, giving a wonderful
background to that pioneer’s life. Our first stop
of the day was at the Egan home in Aylmer,
near Gatineau, followed by a drive through
beautiful countryside to the town of Quyon, in
which John Egan is remembered with the main
street bearing his name. We then proceeded to
an idyllic setting adjacent to the St Lawrence
River above the many rapids where
steamboats stopped to unload their timber
cargo and the nearby Georgian Bay Canal, a
project started by John Egan to assist in the
transport of timber but never finished due to his
death.
Lunch was calling and we were welcomed at a
local boutique winery, Domaine de Pontiac,
with a sample of their vintage to top off lunch.
Our final destination on our John Egan trail was
Eganville, a town of some 1300 people named
in his honour, and the museum welcoming us
with a sign board at the front for all the passing
traffic to see.

After being hosted at the local Legion Hall, with
welcomes by the Mayor (herself an Egan
descendent) and local historians we enjoyed a
presentation by Professor Mark McGowan
about the Irish in Canada, and a few words
from Alison Egan of Egan’s Whiskey from
whom we were given a befitting Egan Whiskey
t-shirt (in emerald green of course!), we then
headed for the town bridge. The local police
stopped the traffic for a photo of the ‘Clan’
overseen by a mural of John Egan himself,

and with a dram of Egan Whiskey to toast such
a fine man.

We then ventured to the museum for a fleeting
visit to enjoy a comprehensive exhibit they had
created on John Egan. Our long and full day of
history was nearly done,

The Rideau Canal, built by many immigrants,
particularly Irish, between Kingston and Ottawa
is an amazing feat of engineering and a Celtic
Cross near Lock 1 commemorates the Irish
who perished in its construction.
Saturday night was the culmination of our week
with a banquet at the local Irish club in St
Brigid’s Centre for the Arts. We were
entertained by a group of local Irish musicians
and provided with a tasty meal. It was a night
of gaiety and some sadness as the participants

with just a dinner stop at Whitewater Brewery
before we headed back to Ottawa.
Day 8 of the rally was the last! Our only
scheduled outing for the day was to visit the
Canadian Parliament building, just a few
minutes’ walk from the hotel. Security was very
strict with bag searches and screening
undertaken before making our way into the
building proper. Our tour was conducted by a
young and enthusiastic guide, with a good
knowledge of the building and Canada’s
parliamentary history. Following the tour, a ride
to the top of the Peace Tower via a small lift
allowed for a great 3600 view of Ottawa City. It
was certainly worth the 45 min wait especially
as the skies were very clear enabling a good
distance to be seen. We were fortunate to be
able to visit the Parliament as from 2019 it will
undergo extensive renovation and will be
closed to the public for about 10 years!
I took advantage of the free time on this my last
day in Ottawa to explore some of the city with
the Byward Market being my first stop, and
trying another local treat, the Beaver Tail (a
fried pastry!).

were the next day heading their separate ways
back to their normal lives. However, it has
given me some great memories and some new
friends who I hope to meet again at the 2020
Rally in Ireland.
It would be remiss of me not to give my thanks
to the organisers who have worked so hard for
quite a long time to ensure we had a packed
and interesting programme giving us an
appreciation of the influence the early Irish
settlers had on the development of Canada.
So, sincere thanks to Maureen Egan Kirincic, in
particular, and Kevin Egan – now you can
relax, it all went wonderfully well!
Janine McEgan

The most important outcome of the Chapter
meetings in Canada was the formal release of
MacAodhagáin’s Archive. An index to all the
information collected by MacAodhagáin over
his lifetime-to-date is expected to be posted
shortly on the Clan website, together with
information on how to access any of the
documents which you think may be of
relevance to your research.
Finally, as most of you will be expecting, the
next Rally is to be held in Ireland in 2020,
probably revisiting some of the important Egan
sites in central Ireland, for those many
members who may not have toured them on
earlier occasions.
We proposed that the Rally following, in 2022,
should be held in Brisbane, Queensland, and
this proposal, drafted by Kevin Egan, a link to
which is on our Chapter site, was very well
received with a spontaneous near unanimous
show of hands. The proposal however will
need to be confirmed in Ireland in 2020. In the
meantime, Kevin along with suitable volunteers
(please make yourselves know to him!) will
work up the final proposal.
We have included a further sample of 2018
Rally photos at the end of the newsletter, and
there will be more on our website soon.

Membership Changes
As you may remember we have a Life
Members Award for outstanding contributions
to the Clan. Elaine and Kevin are our only Life
Members.
This year we decided to create an award which
simply recognises 25 years of continuous
financial membership after which time no
further fees are payable.

Research
Kevin in Brisbane told us of the Spirits of
Gallipoli website http://www.spirits-ofgallipoli.com/ commemorating all Australian
soldiers who are buried or commemorated at
Gallipoli; there are 4 Egans - Patrick, Thomas,
John Raymond and Alfred Edward – included;
are any of you descendants?

He also reminded us of the NSW Gaol pictures
https://www.records.nsw.gov.au/search_form?i
d=84 and reported that Warrnambool Cemetery
records are now online
https://warrnamboolcemetery.com.au/
Gerry in Newcastle found 2 Egans on a
Wikipedia site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_people_leg
ally_executed_in_Australia:
In NSW Martin Egan was hanged on 10 May
1811 at Sydney for the murder of Thomas
Cooney. After being executed his body was
handed over to surgeons for dissection and
anatomisation.
In Victoria Thomas Sanders was hanged on 31
October 1861 at Melbourne Gaol for the rape
of Mary Egan at Keilor.
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/6634
3166
Slainte!
Greg & Sue Egan
http://www.eganfamily.id.au/Clan/index.html

The burial place of 5000 Irish immigrants who died on Grosse Île in 1847 at the height of the Famine,
and the monument recording the names of all immigrants who died at the facility over all the years of
its existence.

The original plan for the Canal proposed and supported by John Egan; the 450m of canal dug out over
2 years, before John’s death saw the end of support for the project.

Waiting for the introductions at Eganville

